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EU President Ursula von der Leyen announced 2022 to be the European Year of Youth during her 2021
State of the Union address. The commission formally adopted the proposal last October.

Why 2022? And how is this commitment to youth at the highest level going to create the momentum
needed? The covid pandemic has had a profound impact on all aspects of our personal and collective
life as we continue to deal with uncertainty, interruption, the need to re-evaluate, and change. Out of
the necessity to tackle their long-lasting impacts, Europe is gaining even more determination and
dedication to find new and sustainable ways to build a more conscious future – more inclusive, digital,
and greener. With its commitment to dedicate 2022 to youth, Europe reiterated its conviction that the
latter can become a reality only with the participation, leadership, and vision of all young people.

This purposeful, joint collective effort, requires everyone to come and cooperate together: the
Commission, the European Parliament, Member States, regional and local authorities, stakeholders,
and young people. With the activities and initiatives planned throughout the European Year of Youth,
the commitment and steps are clear and set in motion to:

support and honor the generation that made most sacrifices during the pandemic by offering
fresh perspectives and opportunities
motivate all young people, especially those from disadvantaged, vulnerable backgrounds, to
become active citizens and a force for change
foster opportunities for all young people enabled by EU policies and draw inspiration from the
actions, vision, and insights of young people
reinforce and energize the efforts of creating a promising future for Europe.
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The European Year of Youth will search for synergies and complementarity with other EU programs
targeting youth across the entire policy spectrum in order to fulfill these intentions.

Europe Goes Local: A platform for cooperation

Participants outlined the necessary future steps, measures, and actions to be taken under the Bonn
Process on local, regional, and European levels at the closing of the 3rd European Youth Work
Convention in December 2020 and in committing to effectively implement the European Youth Work
Agenda.

The Convention’s final Declaration cited Europe Goes Local (EGL) and its European Charter on Local
Youth Work, identifying and recommending it as a ‘useful tool to start building this community as a
good example of how to successfully strengthen cooperation within the local youth work community
of practice

Since its inception in 2016, EGL was intended and established as a strategic partnership that aims to
strengthen and further elevate the quality development of youth work across Europe. Engaging
stakeholders on all levels across Europe, in a European-wide dialogue and consultation, is the
language of EGL and the successful outcome of this multi-level cooperation was the launch of the
European Charter on Local Youth Work.

As the European Youth Work Agenda is now calling for the whole youth work community of practice to
unite and take coordinated action and as 2022 puts the spotlight on young Europeans, EGL is
stepping up and consciously reinforcing its own commitment to the role of a platform for
collaboration. A platform, where good examples of activities, initiatives, and programs of the youth
work community are collected, highlighted, and shared in an effort to create impact and change.

Under the Bonn Process and in the European Year of Youth, the role of EGL has become even more
intentional and purposeful. With common direction and in cooperation, EGL commits to help build a
stronger youth work community of practice by creating dialogue, offering tools and opportunities for
change and growth and enhancing the quality development of youth work across the different sectors
and stakeholders, from local to European levels.

Follow EGL throughout the European Year of Youth to learn more about our good practices and
upcoming initiatives in local youth work across Europe.

More information

European Year of Youth: https://europa.eu/youth/year-of-youth_en

https://europa.eu/youth/year-of-youth_en
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Europe Goes Local: https://www.europegoeslocal.eu/
European Charter on Local Youth Work: https://www.europegoeslocal.eu/charter/
EU Youth Strategy 2019-2027: https://europa.eu/youth/strategy_en
EU Youth Dialogue: https://europa.eu/youth/strategy/euyouthdialogue_en
EU Youth Report – an overview of the situation of young Europeans in terms of education,
training, learning, employment, and civic and political participation:
https://ec.europa.eu/transparency/documents-register/detail?ref=COM(2021)636&lang=en
NextGenerationEU – provides perspectives for young people, including quality jobs and
education and training opportunities in building a promising future for Europe:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/strategy/recovery-plan-europe_en
Conference on the Future of Europe – unique and timely opportunity for European citizens to
debate on Europe’s challenges and priorities:
https://futureu.europa.eu/assemblies/citizens-panels
Youth Goals: https://youth-goals.eu/
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